THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CHURCH

LESSON NO. 1
In Matthew 16:18, Jesus said, “…I will build my church.”  In this text the Lord did not say WHEN and WHERE this promise would be fulfilled, but the Bible DOES tell us, and in this lesson, we will be concerned with learning this information.  There are three reasons why we need to know the time of the establishment of the Lord’s kingdom or church.  

	1.
	That we may be able to determine if the church CHRIST BUILT can be found on earth today.

	2.
	That we may know the CONDITIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP in the church - conditions laid down at the time of its establishment.

	3.
	That we may properly identify the LORD’S CHURCH, and be able to distinguish it from all institutions of modern origin. 


The Time and Place Were Prophesied in the Old Testament

	1.
	Isaiah 2:2-3: …”And it shall come to pass in the __________  __________, that the mountain of the LORD’S __________ shall be established in the top of the mountains, …for out of Zion shall go forth the __________, and the __________ of the __________ from __________.”

	2.
	From this passage (Isaiah 2:2-3), it is clear that the LORD’S HOUSE was to be established in the LAST DAYS in the city of JERUSALEM.


TWO QUESTIONS NOW ARISE:

	
	a.
	What IS the LORD’S HOUSE?  Bible answer: 1 Timothy 3:15:  “…to behave thyself in the __________ of God, which is the __________…”

	
	b.
	When ARE the LAST DAYS?  Bible answer: Hebrews 1:1-2:  “God…hath in __________ last __________ spoken unto us by His __________,” (The age or dispensation in which God speaks through Christ is the LAST DAYS: but according to this passage, God NOW does that, therefore, WE ARE NOW LIVING IN “These Last days”!!!) _______


We can even learn when “these last days“ Began!  Observe:

	1.
	On the day of Pentecost, 33 A.D., the apostles were together in Jerusalem when they were inspired by the Holy Spirit to speak the word of God.  (Please read Acts 2:1-5).  On this occasion, Peter quoted Old testament prophecy - Acts 2:16-17:  “But __________ is __________ which was spoken by the prophet __________; And it shall come to pass in the __________ days…”  (The prophet said it would be the LAST DAYS:  Peter said THIS IS THAT which the prophet spoke; therefore, the last days had come at that time).

	2.
	A few years later, Peter spoke of that occasion and called it “the BEGINNING.”  (Please read Acts 11:15).  The last days had their beginning on the day of Pentecost, 33 A.D., and that is WHEN the LORD’S HOUSE or CHURCH began. 


The Establishment of the Church Cont’d.

	1.
	In Matthew 3:1-2: John preached that the __________ was at __________.

	2.
	In Mark 1:15: Jesus said, “…the __________ of God is at __________ .

	3.
	In Matthew 6:9-10: Jesus taught his disciples to pray - “…Thy __________ come.” 

	4.
	In Matthew 16:18: Jesus said “…I __________ build my __________ …”

	5.
	In Mark 9:1: Jesus said “…there be some of __________ that stand __________ which shall not taste of __________, till they have __________ the kingdom of God __________ with __________ .”

	6.
	In Luke 23:50-51: Joseph __________ for the kingdom of God.



	 
	(In all these passages, observe that the Kingdom or Church is always spoken of as being in the future.  IT HAD NOT  been established BEFORE Pentecost, 33 A.D.)


But, We Know the Church Was Not Built After the Day of Pentecost, Because:

	1.
	In Acts 2:41: ON the day of Pentecost, “…the same __________ there were __________ unto them about three thousand souls.”  In Acts 2:41, those who were added to the church were those who __________  __________ his word, AND were __________ .

	2.
	In Acts 11:15: Peter called the day of Pentecost, “…__________  __________ .”

	3.
	EVERY TIME the church or kingdom is mentioned from Acts 2:47 through the remainder of the New Testament, it is spoken of AS AN EXISTING INSTITUTION.


	
	QUESTION:
	If the church was not built BEFORE Pentecost, and was not built AFTER Pentecost, WHEN was it built?

	
	ANSWER:
	_______________________________________________________________ .




True or False (Circle One)

	1.
	T
	F
	The KINGDOM was to come with POWER (Mark 9:1).

	2.
	T
	F
	The apostles were to receive POWER with the coming of the Spirit (Acts 1:8).

	3.
	T
	F
	The SPIRIT came on the day of PENTECOST in JERUSALEM (Acts 2:1-5).

	4.
	T
	F
	Therefore, the KINGDOM came on the day of PENTECOST, in JERUSALEM.

	5.
	T
	F
	A church founded in the days of Abraham is the kingdom of God.

	6.
	T
	F
	A church established in 1730 A.D. is the church of the living God.

	7.
	T
	F
	A church, which had its beginning in the United States, is the true church.

	8.
	T
	F
	Would it be wise to be a member of any church?


Be sure to let us know if there is something you do not understand.  Lesson No. 2 is on the subject: “NAMES APPLIED TO THE CHURCH.”  Tell your friends about the course!

