NAMES APPLIED TO THE CHURCH

LESSON NO.2

Although many religious people say, “There is nothing in a name,” both scripture and reason prove this to be a wrong idea.  Looking to the Old Testament, early in the history of man, God demonstrated His concern for the name man and woman should wear.  He named them “Adam and Eve” (Genesis 5:2) in the very day He created them.

Read the following references carefully and fill in the blanks:

	1.
	God changed Abram’s name to __________ and Sarai’s name to __________.  (Genesis 17:5, 15).

	2.
	__________ changed Jacob’s name to __________ (Genesis 32:27-28).

	3.
	Paul condemned the use of different names when writing to the church at __________ 

(I Cor 1:2).  He asked, “Was Paul crucified for you? or were ye __________ into the __________ of Paul?” (1 Corinthians 1:13).

	4.
	Paul was glad he had not personally __________ many, “lest any man should say that ye were __________ into my __________” (1 Corinthians 1:14-15).


WHAT WAS THE CHURCH CALLED?
	1.
	“ __________ church” (Jesus speaking, Matthew 16:18).

	2.
	“Church of __________” (1 Corinthians 1:2, showing ownership).

	3.
	“The __________” (Acts 8:1, from the Greek word ekklesia, a group called-out).

	4.
	“Churches of __________” (Romans 16:16, speaking of the various congregations or local churches.

	5.
	“The __________ of Christ” (Ephesians 4:12, the __________ which belongs to Christ).

	6.
	“The __________ of the __________ God” (Indicates ownership, 1 Timothy 3:15; also “the house of __________”).

	7.
	“The __________ of the Son of His love” (Colossians 1:13, showing the rule of Christ as King over his church).

	
	The members of churches of Christ speak of the Lord’s church only in scriptural terms (Acts 20:28).  You can see by looking at the signs of other groups, that they wear names not to be found in the Bible (hundreds of such names as Presbyterian Church, Baptist Church, Lutheran Church, Pentecostal Church, Methodist Church are not found in the bible).  Christ Jesus is the head of the church and given all authority., not man (Eph 1:22 / Matt 28:18-19).  Man-made doctrines, names for His church, & unscriptural religious practices dishonor God who shed His blood in purchasing His church (Acts 20;28).


Continued

WHAT WERE THE MEMBERS CALLED?
	1.
	“__________.”  (Acts 20:7) means learner, follower.

	2.
	“__________.”  (1 Corinthians 1:2) means holy in life and sanctified or set apart for God’s work.

	3.
	“__________.”  (1 Corinthians 15:6) shows their relationship to each other in a spiritual sense.

	4.
	“__________ of God.”  (Romans 8:14) shows their relationship to God, the Father.

	5.
	“__________ of God.”  (1 John 3:1) same as above.

	6.
	“Royal __________.” (1 Peter 2:9) members may “offer up spiritual __________ as priests (1 Peter 2:5; Hebrews 8:1-2).

	7.
	“__________.” (Acts 11:26) relationship to Christ.  This is the “new name” given by the mouth of __________ (Isaiah 62:2).  See also Acts 26:28 and 1 Peter 4:16.

	8.
	“There is no other __________ under heaven, that is given among __________, wherein we must be __________ “ (Acts 4:12).


True or False (Circle One)

	1.
	T
	F
	“Reverend” is a title referring only to God, and never to men (Psalm 111:9).

	2.
	T
	F
	“Pastor” is a term applying to the preacher of a church, and not to the plurality of overseers of a local congregation (Acts 14:23; 20:28; Ephesians 4:11).

	3.
	T
	F
	“Father” is a title Jesus said only a few unmarried men should wear (Matthew 23:9).

	4.
	T
	F
	Holding fast the “pattern of sound words” is a command from God, making it a sin to use unbiblical names and titles in religion – II Tim 1:13


CONCLUSION

Christ’s church collectively and His people individually must abide in the doctrine, wearing only names given by the Lord in His Holy Word, the Bible (II John 9).

We hope you are enjoying your study.  The next lesson will be “THE BODY OF CHRIST.”

