THE BODY OF CHRIST

Lesson No. 3

	“And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of him that filleth all in all.  

Ephesians 1:22-23


The purpose of this lesson is to aid the student in being able to identify the church, which is the body of Christ.  In the maze of conflicting creeds, contradictory doctrine, and human denominations, many find themselves bewildered in searching for the identity of the true church.  Yet, the cardinal principle in regard to the search is simply this: Find the marks of Christ’s church in God’s Word.  The ONLY place the truth-seeker can find the marks of the New Testament church is IN THE NEW TESTAMENT.  The trouble today is that most people are not seeking the identity of the church where it can be found.

The pattern for the church in organization, doctrine, and worship is in God’s Word.  There we have the Divine blueprint for the church.  If we will speak where the Bible speaks, and be silent where the Bible is silent, we can have this great institution exactly as the Lord designed it and built it.  It was not a denomination when Christ built it, and if it follows His blueprint, it will not be denomination now.  It would be impossible for a denomination to exist if people did not believe something, become something, teach something, do something, or have something NOT IN THE WORD OF GOD.
	1.
	
	The church is called the body of Christ.

	
	a.
	Ephesians 1:22-23 - (Begin reading with verse 17 to see that this is revealing what God did for Christ) “And hath put all things under His feet, and gave him to be the __________ over __________ things to the __________, which is His __________, the fullness of Him that filleth all in all.”

	
	b.
	Colossians 1:18 - “And He is the head of the _________, the __________.”



	2.
	
	MAN says there are many churches - the BIBLE teaches there is only one.

	
	a.
	Romans 12:4-5 (Comparing the physical body of man to the spiritual body of Christ) “For as we have __________ members in __________  __________, and all members have not the same office: So we, being __________, are __________  __________ in Christ, and every one members one of another.”

	
	b.
	.1 Corinthians 12:20 - “But now are they many members, yet __________  __________ body.”

	
	c.
	Ephesians 2:16 - “And that he might __________ both unto __________ in __________  __________ by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby.”

	
	d.
	Ephesians 4:4 - “There is __________  __________, and one Spirit…”



	
	
	

	3.
	
	Christ is the Head of His spiritual body, the church.

	
	a.
	His dominion over the church is COMPLETE and ABSOLUTE.  Ephesians 1:22-23 - “And hath put __________ things under __________ feet, and gave __________ to be the __________ over __________ things to the __________, which is his __________…”

	
	b.
	Ephesians 5:24 - “…the _________ is __________ unto Christ…” (Directions for the body, the church, MUST come from the Head, Christ Jesus).

	4.
	
	Christians are members of the body (church) of Christ:

	
	a.
	1 Corinthians 12:13 - “For by one Spirit are __________  __________ baptized into __________  __________.”

	
	b.
	Romans 12:5 - “So ___________, being __________, are one __________ in Christ…”

	
	c.
	Ephesians 5:23 - “…even as __________ is the __________ of the __________; and __________ is the __________ of the __________.”




From the foregoing passages and others we shall see, we may draw some valid and vital conclusions.  Study the following statements carefully and give the BIBLE answer.
Multiple Choice (Underline the Correct Answer)

	1.
	The important consideration in searching for the New Testament church is to: a) study the New Testament; b) look for the church with the largest membership; c) accept your parent’s religion without question.

	2.
	The complete and exact pattern for the church (body) of Christ is: a) found in the creed books of men; b) of little consequence since we can build the church to suit ourselves; c) in the Word of God and must be followed precisely.

	3.
	The body (church) of the Lord is made up of: a) all saved people the world; b) rich people only; c) Buddhists, Hindus and Moslems (Ephesians 5:23; Acts 2:47).

	4.
	According to Ephesians 2:16, a person: a) will go to heaven regardless of whether he is a Christian or not; b) can be reconciled to God in a man-made denomination; c) must be a member of the one church (body) of Christ to be reconciled to God.


True or False (Circle One)

	1.
	T
	F
	If we follow the Divine blueprint, we will be in a human denomination. 

	2.
	T
	F
	The one body of 1 Corinthians 12:20 is made up of members who are the individual Christians in the church (see verse 27).

	3.
	T
	F
	The one body of 1 Corinthians 12:20 is made up of members who are the different religious denominations.

	4.
	T
	F
	What the Head (Christ) authorizes, the body (church) can do

	5.
	T
	F
	What the Head does not authorize, the body cannot do.

	6.
	T
	F
	Being a member of the body of Christ should be all important in a person’s life.

	7.
	T
	F
	We can have peace with God in the “church of our choice” (Colossians 3:15).

	8.
	T
	F
	Since the church is the Fullness of Christ (Ephesians 1:22-23), and all spiritual blessings are in Christ (Ephesians 1:3), then one must be in the church in order to be saved (have spiritual blessings).


Lesson No. 4 will be “THE ORGANIZATION OF THE CHURCH.”
