THE ORGANIZATION OF THE CHURCH

LESSON NO. 4

In the New Testament, Christ has provided the complete and unchangeable pattern for the organization of the church.  If man presumes to change this pattern, he violates the authority of Christ and declares his lack of faith in the word of God.  God would not permit Moses to change even ONE MEASUREMENT of the tabernacle.  When that tabernacle was constructed, Moses was admonished to “make ALL THINGS according to the PATTERN shewed to thee in the mount” (Hebrews 8:5).  The same respect for God’s Divine pattern respecting the Lord’s church is needed today.

Man does not always think like God thinks (read Isaiah 55:8-9).  Being dissatisfied with the simple New Testament organization, men have devised many different kinds of church government.  But the same Divine authority which gave the doctrine, also gave the organization.  If men cannot improve the TEACHING of Christ, by what principle can they improve HIS PLAN FOR ORGANIZATION?  In this lesson we want to notice four great facts which the BIBLE teaches about the organization of the church.

FACT NUMBER ONE:  In the New Testament, the church in each community was complete in itself, with bishops (overseers), deacons (servants), and members.

	1.
	Philippians 1:1 - Paul addressed this letter “…to all the __________ in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with the __________ and __________.”

	2.
	Bishops are also called __________ (Look closely at Titus 1:5-7).

	3.
	There are a PLURALITY  of bishops or elders in every church.  Acts 14:23 - “And when they had ordained __________ in __________ church…”



	4.
	Another word for “elder” or “bishop” is “pastor.”  (In Christ’s church, preachers were not called “Pastors” because that term refers to elders or bishops.  The word “bishop” describes one aspect of the work of elders (the work of overseeing the church), and the word “pastor” describes their work as those who feed and watch after the flock (congregation).


	
	a.
	Acts 20:17 - Paul sent to Ephesus - “…and called the __________ of the __________.”  In verse 28, he said to THEM - “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the __________, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you __________, to __________ the __________…”

	
	b.
	The obligation of members in a congregation to the elders: Hebrews 13:17 - “__________ them that have the __________ over you, and __________ yourselves: for they __________ for your __________…”



	5.
	The qualifications for elders are given in 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1.  In 1 Timothy 3:1-7, beginning with “…desireth a good work…” count the qualifications Paul gives through “…have a good report…without…”  Are there more than 10 qualifications? __________.

	6.
	The qualifications for deacons are given in 1 Timothy 3.  What verses? ___________________.


The Organization of the Church Cont’d.

FACT NUMBER TWO:  Every church had complete autonomy and was free from all other churches and from ecclesiastical organization or authority.  In order words, every church was independent of any denominational headquarters and was responsible only to Christ.

	1.
	1 Peter 5:1 - “The __________ which are among you I exhort…”  Verse 2 - “__________ the __________ of __________ which is __________ __________ , taking the __________  __________.”  [This circumscribes or limits the work of elders TO THE CHURCH WHERE THEY ARE MEMBERS].  There is NO PASSAGE which authorizes elders of one church to do the work of another church, or to function for it in any capacity as elders. 

	2.
	In evangelism, each church did its own work - 1 Thessalonians 1:8 - “for from __________ sounded out the word of the Lord…”

	3.
	In benevolence, each church did its own work.  Please read Acts 6:1-7.

	4.
	When one church had more needy members than could provide for, other churches sent a contribution.  In doing so, each one did its own work of selecting its own messengers, and sending its contributions directly to the need.  Please read 1 Corinthian 16:1-4.


FACT NUMBER THREE:  God has no organization, other than the church, to do His work.

FACT NUMBER FOUR:  If we want to be members of the Lord’s church and have the hope of heaven, we must make a complete return to the PATTERN OF ORGANIZATION (as well as worship and doctrine).  God has revealed in His word.  Remember, John 12:48!

True or False (Circle One)

	1.
	T
	F
	A number of churches are to be under the control of one bishop.

	2.
	T
	F
	Each church is overseen by a board of deacons.

	3.
	T
	F
	Each church has one pastor, and he is the preacher.

	4.
	T
	F
	An elder is to be the husband of one wife.

	5.
	T
	F
	A deacon must have his children in subjection.

	6.
	T
	F
	Auxiliary organizations to do the work of the church are scriptural.

	7.
	T
	F
	If we are saved, we must accept the PATTERN the Bible gives for organizations.


We hope you have enjoyed your study of the Bible through this Correspondence Course.
